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The South African Association for Laboratory Animal Science (SAALAS)
& International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS)
International Conference 2017 – “One Africa, One World”

The South African Association for Laboratory Animal Science (SAALAS), in association with
the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS) Annual General Assembly,
convened the international conference in Stellenbosch, South Africa, 1-3 November 2017.
The conference was attended by 143 delegates from 23 countries. The conference theme
“One Africa, One World” signifies unity among African countries and the global community,
the harmonisation of standards, and celebrating collaboration towards the common good.
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The Conference Objectives were achieved by the amalgamation of global expertise and the
knowledge-base of the African Laboratory Animal Science & Ethics (LASE) community:
Ø World-class education and training in Africa – for laboratory animal technologists, scientists,
veterinarians, animal caretakers, animal ethics committees & 3Rs personnel
Ø Advancement of preclinical scientific standards, animal ethics & wellbeing in Africa
Ø Establishment of the Pan-African Network for Laboratory Animal Science & Ethics, to build
and strengthen sustainable LASE capacity hubs in Africa – by forming a support network of
allied organisations, professionals, institutions, resources, skills & mentorship
The Programme spanned 3 days (see Annexure), consisting of keynote & plenary presentations,
workshops, poster sessions, networking & trade exhibits, and divided into the following focus topics:
§
§
§
§
§
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Regional activity in laboratory animal science (LAS) in Africa
Regulations and international harmonisation
Veterinarians in laboratory animal science
Harms-benefit assessment and the 3Rs
Education and training (two sessions)
Experimental design
Animal facilities and management
Training for animal ethics committees
Accreditation and quality management systems
Establishing the Pan-African Network for LAS & Ethics (LASE)

The ICLAS Governing Board (GB) convened a GB meeting and ICLAS General Assembly on two preconference days, a first for South Africa. This afforded the opportunity for the African community to
attend the General Assembly, being exposed to leading global professionals in LAS and learning
about international activity. SAALAS was honoured that many GB members stayed for the entire
conference, freely sharing their knowledge, experience, and insight on international best practice.
The South African National Pre-Clinical Platform Discussion Forum was included in the conference,
generously sponsored by the South African Medical Research Council’s (SAMRC) Strategic Health
Innovation Partnership (SHIP). A first of its kind, the forum brought together stakeholders from across
South Africa, establishing the available national infrastructure, services and skills in the preclinical
arena and prioritising focus areas to strengthen the national pre-clinical platform.
Scholarship funding was generously received from the Biomedical Research Education Trust (BRET),
ICLAS & Laboratory Animals Limited (LAL) – instrumental in bringing together African colleagues to
initiate the Pan-African Network for Laboratory Animal Science (LAS) & Ethics. A first of its kind. We
thank each sponsor and person who contributed to making this conference an immense success.
May we continue together to have a positive impact – advancing preclinical scientific standards,
animal ethics and wellbeing in Africa – in a sustainable, inclusive, equitable and respectful manner.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Bert Mohr
President
SAALAS

Dr Tamsyn Fourie

Conference Chairperson
on behalf of SAALAS Executive Committee
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